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Welcome to ‘Awkward Bastards’

“It has been two years since our inaugural Awkward Bastards 
symposium and a lot has happened since then. This is a 
key moment, a key time in our lives where we need to come 
together to debate the issues we are all facing across the 
world, where our rights which we have fought for over the 
years are being pushed back. I hope we will leave today feeling 
VWURQJHU�DQG�LQVSLUHG�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKH�¿JKW�ZH�DUH�SDUW�RI�´�
Mike Layward, DASH

“LADA is delighted to be a partner on ABsence: Awkward 
Bastards 2 and to collaborate with DASH, mac and some of the 
most inspiring and radical artists, curators and activists working 
in contemporary art in the UK.  The urgency of the issues of 
GLႇHUHQFH��GLYHUVLW\�DQG�GLႈFXOW\�WKDW�WRGD\¶V�JDWKHULQJ�ZLOO�
address, and the need for us all to be Awkward Bastards now 
PRUH�WKDQ�HYHU�EHIRUH�FDQQRW�EH�XQGHUHVWLPDWHG�´��
Lois Keidan, LADA

“mac is thrilled to once again host the Awkward Bastards 
symposium, work in partnership with DASH and LADA and 
welcome everyone to mac today. We are committed to 
diversity and representation across all of our programmes 
and relish this opportunity to present a diverse selection of 
YRLFHV�IURP�PDQ\�GLႇHUHQW�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV���,W�LV�
incredibly important that public institutions are places where 
everyone is encouraged to gather together to discuss and 
debate the key issues of our time and we look forward with 
excitement and anticipation to the conversations that develop 
DFURVV�WKH�HYHQW�´
Jessica Litherland, mac birmingham



2 3

11.00 Welcome - Introductions – Debbie Kermode (mac), 
Mike Layward (DASH), and MC (Caroline Parker)

11.15 – 11.30 Tanya Raabe-Webber - Portraits Untold 
Presentation, live portrait painting of Abid Hussain (ACE)

11.30 – 12.30 – Panel One - Framing Diversity
$�SDQHO�FRQVLGHULQJ�GLႇHUHQW�FRQWH[WV�IRU�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�
of under represented artists and practices – what kind of 
frames do the institutional context of museums, galleries, 
theatres and festivals put around diverse artists and practices 
and what do those frames do and say? Do institutional 
frameworks for diverse practice perpetuate marginalisation 
DQG�µGLႇHUHQFH¶��LQ�WHUPV�RI�DUWLVWV��SUDFWLFHV�DQG�DXGLHQFHV�
RU�WKH�RSSRVLWH"�'R�ZH�QHHG�WR�FRQVLGHU�GLႇHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�
institutional frameworks and what might they look like?   
What kind of freedoms, permissions and agency do artist-led 
RU�JUDVV�URRWV�FRQWH[WV�RႇHU�WKDW�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ�FDQQRW"�
What is at stake in these debates?
.H\QRWH���)UDQFHV�0RUULV��7DWH�0RGHUQ�����PLQXWH�¿OP

Panel - Melanie Keen (Iniva), Aaron Wright (Fierce Festival), 
Rachel Anderson (idle women), Daniel Oliver (artist) Lara 
Ratnaraja (Cultural consultant)

Chaired by Mike Layward

12.30 – 12.45 ABW Presentation one   (Sue Austin)

12.45 – 13.45�/XQFK�LQ�'HORLWWH�5RRP�±�ZLWK�¿OP�DQG�DUWLVW�
provocation by gobscure17

13.45 – 14.00�&UHDWLYH�0LQGV�DUWLVWV¶�SURYRFDWLRQV��6DUDK�
Watson and Rory Baird)

14.00 – 14.15 ABW Presentation two (Rachel Gadsden)

14.15 – 15.15 – Panel Two - Pasts and Futures
A panel considering responsibilities to our pasts and our 
futures. How do we ensure that underrepresented artists 
and practices are represented in cultural histories - what 
kind of archival and legacy projects and approaches address 
issues of exclusion and invisibility? How do we rewrite and 
reclaim histories? How do we equally invest in the future - 
supporting future generations of makers and cultural leaders 
in meaningful and instrumental ways? 
Keynote – David A Bailey (International Curators Forum)

Panel – Helga Henry (Birmingham Hippodrome), Jamila 
Johnson Small (artist), Tony Heaton (Shape), Katherine 
Araniello & Aaron Williamson (The Disabled Avant-Garde), 
Simon Casson (Duckie), Nick Llewellyn & Cian Binchy 
(Access All Areas).

Chaired by Lois Keidan

15.15 – 15.30 break, refreshments served in the Deloitte Room

15.30 – 15.45 ABW Presentation three (Mohammed Ali)
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15.45 – 16.00�5HYLVLWLQJ�7DQ\D¶V�SRUWUDLW�RI�$ELG�+XVVDLQ

16.00 – 16.15 ABW Presentation four (Charlotte Gregory from 
Vamos Theatre)

16.15 – 17.30 Radical Practices - Open Mic session 

Facilitated by Mike Layward and Lois Keidan

�� Vera Boysova - Objectify Me
�� Alex Leggett - Posthuman Autistic does some shit things 

and fails horribly
�� &DWKHULQH�+RႇPDQQ���6WHQFKZHQFK�3UHVHQWV�7HQ�7LSV�2Q�

Being Feckless And Poor Whilst Pretending Not To Be
�� -DQH�7KDNRRUGLQ�	�5LႇDW�%DVKLU��7UHWFKLNRႇ¶V�:RPHQ�E\�

the Black and Blue collective
�� Rosamaria Kostic Cisneros - Gypsies/Roma: Onstage 

5HYHUHG���2ႇVWDJH�$�%LJ�,VVXH
�� Lewis Devey - Kaepernick My Kaepernick: Provocation of 

SULYLOHJH�DQG�WKH�SHULOV�RI�SURWHVW�LQ�WKH�ZKLWH�PDQ¶V�ZRUOG
�� Sexcentenary - I Just Said That
�� Nicholas Tee - This Chink Is Going Gold
�� Faye Claridge - Moor-ish
�� Rinkoo Barpaga - Limited Language, Limited World
�� Priya Mistry - Inviting Discomfort - Broken & Tropical
�� Ben Spatz - Behold how good
�� Olivia Sparrow - Your Booking Is Cancelled

17.30 – 18.00 - plenary/wrap up/ thanks led by Julie 
McNamara with Lois Keidan, Mike Layward and Abid Hussain

If you would like to Tweet please use the #AB2017

You can follow DASH @DASH_ARTS

Mar Dixon @mardixon - our resident tweeter

LADA @thisisliveart

mac birmingham @mac_birmingham

Share the livestream with your friends and colleagues at:

www.dasharts.org/livestream.jsp

The following pages give brief biographies of our speakers in 
order of their appearance in the programme.  

If there is anything you require during the day, please do ask 
a member of DASH or the mac team. 

If you have a wonderful day tell everyone, if you don’t 
please tell us. 
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Caroline Parker

Caroline is an actress, cabaret performer, stand-up comedian 
and consultant director.
6KH�UHFHQWO\�JDYH�D�7('[�WDON�RQ�µ6LQJLQJ�:LWKRXW�+HU�9RLFH¶���

At the 2012 Paralympic Opening Ceremony 
she signed the closing number ‘I am What I 
$P¶�DORQJVLGH�%HYHUO\�.QLJKW���
In 2015 Caroline won three best Actress 
awards for her role Mabel Morgan in BSLBT 
=RQH�¿OP�µ,I�,�'RQ¶W�/RVH��,¶OO�/RVH¶�DW�YDULRXV�
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�¿OP�IHVWLYDOV�LQFOXGLQJ�&DQQHV�
Caroline is delighted to be guiding you through 
Awkward Bastards 2 throughout the day.

Portraits Untold Presentation 

Tanya Raabe-Webber

Tanya Raabe-Webber is an acclaimed Disabled artist 
challenging the notion of identity within contemporary 
SRUWUDLWXUH��RIWHQ�FUHDWLQJ�SRUWUDLWV�RI�KLJK�SUR¿OH�GLVDEOHG�
SHRSOH�GXULQJ�OLYH�VLWWLQJV�LQ�KLJK�SUR¿OH�SXEOLF�DUW�JDOOHULHV�

and venues.The winner of Ability Media 
International Award, Visual Arts in 2010 and 
DaDa International Festival, Visual Arts Award 
2008, Tanya has also appeared on the BBC 
programme The Culture Show, undertaking 
a live televised portrait of the actor, musician 
and performance artist Mat Fraser and was 
recently shortlisted for The National Diversity 
Awards Lifetime Achievement.

Introductions and Welcome

Deborah Kermode      
    
Debbie joined mac birmingham in 
August 2016, prior to which she was 
Deputy Director at the internationally 
acclaimed Ikon Gallery, Birmingham. 
Previous roles included, Director of 
Bright Space, an arts education charity 
that delivered the Creative Partnerships 
programme for Birmingham, to improve the skills of children 
and young people through cultural opportunities by raising 
aspirations, achievements and life chances. 

Mike Layward               

Mike Layward has worked in the arts 
for nearly 40 years, as a performer, 
musician, carnival designer, maker, 
puppeteer, producer, director and live 
artist. He has worked across the UK, 
Europe, Palestine and India. Since 
1999 Mike has been Artistic Director of DASH and has been 
instrumental in DASH gaining a National reputation as the 
OHDGLQJ�'LVDELOLW\�9LVXDO�DUWV�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�LQ�(QJODQG��0LNH¶V�
philosophy is based on the belief that the arts are and have 
to be a vehicle for Social change. Mike has an MA in Activism 
and Social Change (Leeds University) 2009.
Mike is a board member of Arts Council Midlands and a 
member of the advisory panel of New Art West Midlands.



8 9

Melanie Keen

Melanie Keen is Director of Iniva (Institute of International 
Visual Arts), an organisation that collaborates with artists, 
curators, researchers and cultural producers to challenge 
FRQYHQWLRQDO�QRWLRQV�RI�GLYHUVLW\�DQG�GLႇHUHQFH��3UHYLRXVO\��
Melanie worked at Arts Council England as a senior 
relationship manager and has been an independent curator 

and consultant. Her curatorial projects include 
Figures of Speech for Film & Video Umbrella; 
Oscar Muñoz: Mirror Image for Iniva; A Better 
Place? with Erika Tan and Melissa Bliss for 
the Bow Festival. She was a curator at Iniva 
from 1997 to 2003 and projects include Yinka 
6KRQLEDUH¶V�'LDU\�RI�D�9LFWRULDQ�'DQG\�DQG�
6LPRQ�7HJDOD¶V�$QDELRVLV���

Aaron Wright

Aaron Wright took up the role of Artistic Director of Fierce 
in April 2016. He is a curator and producer of Live Art and 
formerly worked as Programmes Manager at the Live Art 
Development Agency (London), following an initial traineeship 
funded by the DCMS Jerwood Creative Bursaries scheme 
in 2010. At LADA he co-curated international programmes 
of Live Art and spoke regularly on the subject. Aaron has 

also worked as a guest curator and 
consultant programmer for the 
National Theatre, The Arches and 
Cambridge Junction, as well as co-
producing club night Knickerbocker at 
The Yard Theatre.

Abid Hussain

Abid Hussain is Senior Manager for 
Diversity at Arts Council England leading 
on equality and diversity. He has over a 
decade of experience working in the arts and 
cultural sector with a particular interest in 
organisational development, leadership 
and philanthropy.

2XU�ÀUVW�SDQHO�GHEDWH���)UDPLQJ�'LYHUVLW\

Frances Morris�±�NH\QRWH�¿OP�SUHVHQWDWLRQ

Frances Morris has played a key role in the development of 
Tate, joining as a curator in 1987, becoming Head of Displays 
at Tate Modern (2000–2006) and then Director of Collection, 
International Art until April 2016 when she was appointed to 
her current role as Director. 

She has continually worked to re-imagine 
7DWH¶V�FROOHFWLRQ�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�LQVWUXPHQWDO�
in developing its international reach and its 
representation of women artists. Frances was 
jointly responsible for the initial presentation of 
the opening collection displays at Tate Modern 
in 2000, which radically transformed the way 
museums present the story of modern art. 
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Lara Ratnaraja

Lara is a freelance consultant specialising in innovation, 
leadership, collaboration, cultural policy implementation 
within the HE, cultural and digital sector. She develops 
and delivers projects and policy on how cultural and digital 
technology intersect for a number of national partners as 

well as programmes around leadership, 
resilience and business development for the 
arts and creative industries. She co-produced 
RE:Present and ASTONish, which support 
the development of cultural leaders from 
diverse backgrounds so that the cultural 
HFRORJ\�RI�%LUPLQJKDP�EHWWHU�UHÀHFWV�LWV�
changing demographic.

Presentation from The Awkward Bastards at Work

Susan Austin

Sue Austin is an internationally acclaimed multimedia, 
performance and installation artist.  In repurposing her 
wheelchair to create fantastical art, she reshapes how we 

think about disability. Sue keeps a fascinating 
mission at the centre of her work: to challenge 
WKH�LGHD�RI�GLVDEOHG�DV�³RWKHU´�DQG�UHSUHVHQW�
her experience as a wheelchair user in a 
brighter light. She does this by creating 
quirky, unexpected juxtapositions - bringing a 
sense of  empowerment to the discussion of 
GLVDELOLW\�DQG�GLႇHUHQFH�

Rachel Anderson

,Q������5DFKHO�DQG�&LV�2¶%R\OH�FR�IRXQGHG�
idle women an organisation that initiates and 
creates contemporary art with women, idle 
women uses creative projects to develop 
permanent resource space for women creating 
a place for all women and girls to belong. 
Rachel and Cis are currently living on-board 
LGOH�ZRPHQ¶V�¿UVW�WRXULQJ�SURMHFW���RQ�WKH�
water, a two-year project visiting northwest 
England by narrowboat. idle women have been awarded 
the  Arts Council Ambition for Excellence Award for a project 
in St Helens working in partnership with Dublin based Anu 
Productions and commissioning organisation Heart of Glass.

Daniel Oliver

Daniel makes participatory 
performances that to-and-fro between 
awkwardness and euphoria. They mix 
pre-planned words with improvised 
interactions with audience participants 
and layer precarious fantasies with 
clunky reality. They are unashamedly 
G\VSUD[LF��HPEUDFLQJ�P\�OLJKWO\�Rႇ�NLOWHU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
co-ordination, social interaction and executive planning. 
Daniel teaches on the Drama department at Queen Mary 
University of London.
SPILL Festival of Performance 2014, photo by Guido Mencari
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Rory Baird is a self-taught, mixed-media 
painter (usually using acrylics and oils, but 
also other materials such as clay and paper). 
His work focusses on portraits of successful 
DQG�LQVSLUDWLRQDO�¿JXUHV��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZHOO�
known individuals who have triumphed 
over adversity.  The life stories of these 
LQVSLUDWLRQDO�¿JXUHV�KDYH�KHOSHG�KLP�PRYH�
forward through times of adversity in his own 

life, and the portraits he paints express this.
Rory was mentored by Tanya Raabe-Webber as part of 
'$6+¶V�&XOWLYDWH�SURJUDPPH��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�KLV�ZRUN�EHLQJ�LQ��
µ7KH�$UWLVWV�RI�WKH�:HVW�0LGODQGV��$�1HZ�:RUOG¶�DQ�H[KLELWLRQ�
co-curated by Tanya and Project Ability in Glasgow.

Presentation from The Awkward Bastards at Work

Rachel Gadsden

Rachel Gadsden has a BA and MA in Fine Art. Major 
commissions include resident artist for Hampton Court Palace 
(2008 - 2009), 4 projects for UK Parliament (2009 – 2015) and 
Unlimited Global Alchemy and Starting Line for the London 
2012 Cultural Olympiad. This Breathing World for Qatar - UK 

Year of Culture 2013. Gadsden directed Al 
Noor ~ Fragile Vision presented in the UK and 
Middle East, 2014 - 2015.
Gadsden was lead artist for the Rio 2016 
Paralympic Heritage Torch Festival.
Gadsden was awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate from London South Bank University 
in November 2016.

/XQFK�ZLOO�EH�VHUYHG�LQ�WKH�'HORLWWH�URRP�ZLWK��
DUWLVW�SURYRFDWLRQV�IURP�

gobscure17

tho sometimes reduced to silences, we play 
mostly with words, sometimes conventionally 
	�VRPHWLPHV�XQ���¿UVW�RZQLQJ�RXU�YRLFHV�
EHIRUH�WKH\�ZHUH�VWROHQ��ODQJXDJHV�RXU�¿UVW�
EDWWOH¿HOG��ZH�H[SORUH�WKHDWUH���SHUIRUPDQFH�
��¿OP���SKRWRJUDSK\���YLVXDO�SRHWU\���VRXQG�
/ written and spoken word - we write up 
walls with charcoal, project visuals at night, 
paint dictionaries (imperfectly)white, create 
outdoor poster-trails, create interventions -  loving&raging 
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\��JREVFXUH��V�ORRVHO\�DႈOLDWHG�WR�PDG�VWXGLHV�
north-east collective  
https://gobscure.wixsite.com/info

%DFN�WR�WKH�WKHDWUH�VSDFH�IRU�&UHDWLYH�0LQGV

Sarah Watson is a multi-media artist. She 
works with Carousel, an arts organisation that 
puts learning disabled people in control of their 
art. She is the founding member of Creative 
Minds, a learning disability led project that is 
opening a discussion about the relationship 
between the learning disability arts sector and 
the wider arts world. She is also a committee 
PHPEHU�IRU�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�¿OP�DQG�GLJLWDO�
media festival Oska Bright.
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Jamila Johnson-Small

Born and based in London Jamila Johnson-Small spent a 
few years at dance school, read a couple of books - refused 
to read a lot more, felt generally alienated, drank vodka, 
danced in clubs, and held onto a misplaced desire to be in a 
punk band. She currently makes dances and atmospheres, 
collaborating across media, curating events, running classes/
FRXUVHV��PDNLQJ�OLYH�SHUIRUPDQFH��¿OPV�DQG�ZULWLQJ��FUHDWLQJ�

spaces (on stage, in corners, on screens, 
in rooms) with no single direction and no 
clear intentions, harbouring no desire to be 
useful other than to make gestures towards 
decentralised power and non-hierarchical 
structures for existing.

Tony Heaton OBE

Tony Heaton OBE has been Chief Executive of Shape since 
2008. Involved in the arts and museums sector for over 25 
years, with a particular emphasis on access and inclusion, 
he is also the founder of NDACA, the National Disability Arts 
Collection and Archive, and has worked as a Consultant or 

Advisor to many major cultural organisations.
A practising sculptor, his work ‘Monument to 
WKH�8QLQWHQGHG�3HUIRUPHU¶�ZDV�LQVWDOOHG�RQ�
the Big 4 at Channel 4 TV Centre in London 
to celebrate the 2012 Paralympics. He will 
step down from the position of Chief Executive 
of Shape in early 2017, but will continue as its 
Chair for the foreseeable future.

2XU�VHFRQG�SDQHO�GHEDWH���3DVWV�DQG�)XWXUHV

David A Bailey MBE

David A Bailey is founding Director 
of the International Curators Forum - 
ICF. He has been working as a major 
¿JXUH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�DQG�
international art world for the past 
30 years as an artist, curator and 
researcher. As a curator with an international reputation, he 
has a commitment to, and investment in, a variety of issues 
on the themes of history, race and representation that are 
embedded within his extensive list of curatorial projects.

Helga Henry

Helga Henry is Director of Organisational 
Development at Birmingham Hippodrome, 
D�UROH�ZKLFK�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ¶V�
culture and leadership (especially its 
LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�VWDႇ��ERDUG�DQG�YROXQWHHUV��
together with strategic consultancy projects 
and thought leadership that contribute to the 
theatre and the cultural sector as a whole. In 
her prior role as lead consultant at Creative 
Shift she worked with DASH on organisational transformation.  
She leads, with Lara Ratnaraja, a diversity focussed 
leadership programme called ASTONish, following their highly 
successful RE:Present scheme.
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Access All Areas

Nick Llewellyn is Artistic Director of learning disabled theatre 
company Access All Areas. Nick has received critical acclaim 
for his pioneering creative methodologies for people with 
learning disabilities. His focus is on the importance of the 
DXWRELRJUDSKLFDO�ERG\�DQG�LWV�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�GHYLVLQJ�LQQRYDWLYH�
WKHDWUH�SUDFWLFH��1LFN�GLUHFWHG�µ7KH�0LV¿W�$QDO\VLV¶��³8WWHUO\�

IDVFLQDWLQJ�DQG�ZLOGO\�FUHDWLYH´��7KH�*XDUGLDQ��
DQG�µ(\H�4XHXH�+HDU¶��³EXVWLQJ�GLVDELOLW\�DUWV�
RXW�RI�LWV�JKHWWR´���7KH�6WDJH���1LFN�IRXQGHG�WKH�
Performance Making Diploma, a professional 
training course for adults with learning 
disabilities in partnership with the Royal 
Central School of Speech and Drama (Winner: 
Guardian University Award 2015). 

Cian Binchy is a performance poet, writer, and actor. He 
LV�D�JUDGXDWH�IURP�$FFHVV�$OO�$UHDV¶�DQG�5R\DO�&HQWUDO¶V�
Performance Making Diploma. 
In collaboration with Access All Areas, Cian performed and 
ZURWH�µ7KH�0LV¿W�$QDO\VLV¶��³$�TXLUN\��LQIRUPDWLYH�DQG�IXQQ\�
LQVLJKW�LQWR�DQ�DXWLVWLF�PLQG´��7KH�1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV���WRXUHG�
µ(\H�4XHXH�+HDU¶��³EXVWLQJ�GLVDELOLW\�DUWV�RXW�RI�LWV�JKHWWR´���
The Stage), and performed 3 times at the Liberty Festival.

On television Cian played Tate Le 
6DX[�LQ�,79¶V�GUDPD�µ7KH�/HYHO¶��
%%&�,PDJLQH�6HULHV¶�µ0\�&XULRXV�
'RFXPHQWDU\¶�EDVHG�RQ�KLV�UROH�DV�
consultant on The Curious Incident, 
and has appeared on BBC and ITV 
primetime news.

Disabled Avant Garde

Katherine Araniello and 
Aaron Williamson are ‘The 
'LVDEOHG�$YDQW�*DUGH¶�
�DND�µ'$*¶�
DAG is a satirical organisation formed by the Disability artists 
Katherine Araniello and Aaron Williamson. Their concern is to 
create contemporary art (video and performance) that might 
cause confusion and inspire debate through humorously 
distorting or subverting traditional stereotyping of disability. 
7KDW�LV��WKH�'LVDEOHG�$YDQW�*DUGH¶V�ZRUN�LV�DQ�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�
LQWR�VRFLHW\¶V�SHUFHSWLRQV�DQG�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�GLVDEOHG�SHRSOH�
WKDW�RIWHQ�GH¿QHV�WKHP�E\�WKHLU�LPSDLUPHQWV��7KH�'$*�IROORZ�
WKH�VRFLDO�PRGHO�RI�GLVDELOLW\�DQG�WKHLU�ZRUN�¿WV�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�
µFULS�KXPRXU¶��EHLQJ�ERWK�SLWFK�EODFN�DQG�VHOI�NQRZLQJ�

Simon Casson

Simon Casson is the producer of Duckie, 
9DX[KDOO¶V�SXUYH\RUV�RI�SURJUHVVLYH�
working class entertainment. Duckie 
create inventive performance events, 
shows, workshops and honky-tonks that 
serve people from marginalized socio-
economic backgrounds - that currently 
includes working class older folk, queer and trans youth, 
homeless people struggling with addiction, LGBT people of 
colour, older folk in care homes, and others for people who 
may have been excluded from the arts because of structural 
inequalities.  Based at the Royal Vauxhall Tavern for 21 years, 
they basically love a good knees-up.
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5DGLFDO�3UDFWLFHV���7KLUWHHQ�DUWLVWV·�SURYRFDWLRQV

Vera Boysova – Objectify Me

Vera Boysova is a Russian London-based 
performance and video artist, Queen Mary 
University of London graduate, a queer clown 
and a projectionist-puppeteer, a feminist and 
LGBT activist. 
9HUD¶V�DUWLVWLF�LQWHUHVWV�LQFOXGH��PHQWDO�KHDOWK�
issues, urban activism and the use of digital 
technologies in performative practices. 
Vera is currently a recurring lecturer at the 

State University of Culture and Arts, St-Petersburg. 

Alex Leggett –  Posthuman Autistic does some shit 
things and fails horribly

Alex Leggett is a London based performance 
artist exploring notions of identity as 
JDUPHQWLQJ�DQG�SHUIRUPLQJ�$VSHUJHU¶V�
Syndrome. His work is situated as a series 
of failures, and from these failings, Leggett 
exposes the frail, chaotic and culturally 
FRQWLQJHQW�QRWLRQ�RI�WKH�³KXPDQ´�DQG�WKH�
stakes of failing to pass.  Alex is an Autistic 
provocateur, performance artist, part time 

human and full time shapeshifter.

Presentations from The Awkward Bastards at Work

Mohammed Ali

Mohammed Ali is an artist, educator and 
curator born and raised in the UK, a pioneer 
in the street-art movement, fusing street art 
with Islamic script and patterns, delivering 
powerful and moving messages.  Art meets 
IDLWK��LGHQWLW\�DQG�VRFLDO�FKDQJH�LQ�$OL¶V�ZRUN��
adorning the canvas of walls and public 
spaces and continues to change the visual 
landscapes of the cities we live in. His art has 
inspired and informed a new generation across the globe, 
to boldly express their identity and ideals.

Charlotte Gregory – Vamos 

Charlotte Gregory is an Artist, Arts 
Manager, and Producer. She is currently 
Producer of Sonia Sabri Company 
and works across art forms providing 
management/consultancy to companies 
ACE dance and music, Articulate Elbow, 
Jerrel Jackson Company, Nutkut, Parlor 
Dance, Vanhulle Dance Theatre and White Rabbit. Charlotte 
was formerly Project Manager at Lighthouse, Poole, for 
PASS – The Circus Channel, an Interreg funded, French-
British, Circus Arts exchange. As an artist she is Co-Director 
of Needless Allies, Small Encounters and The Windows 
Collective, has worked with Little Earthquake and performed 
LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�ZLWK�6WDQ¶V�&DIH��
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Rosamaria Kostic Cisneros – Gypsies/Roma: Onstage 
5HYHUHG«�2ႇVWDJH�$�%LJ�,VVXH

Rosamaria Kostic Cisneros is a dance historian and critic, 
Roma scholar, Flamenco Historian, professional dancer, 
choreographer and peace activist. She has lived and danced 
in various parts of the world and collaborated with many 
)ODPHQFR�JUHDWV�DQG�RWKHU�OHDGHUV�LQ�WKH�'DQFH�¿HOG��5RVD�LV�
a dance writer who makes regular contributions to Bachtrack 
Magazine and Flamenco News while also working at Coventry 
8QLYHUVLW\¶V�&HQWUH�IRU�'DQFH�5HVHDUFK��5RVDPDULD�LV�

involved in various EU-funded projects 
which aim to make education accessible 
to vulnerable groups and ethnic 
minorities, and is part of numerous 
cultural heritage projects that bring 
dance and digital technologies together.

Lewis Devey - Kaepernick my Kaepernick: Provocation of 
privilege and the perils of protest in the white man’s world

&ROLQ�.DHSHUQLFN¶V�VLPSOH�SURWHVW�RI�UHIXVLQJ�WR�VWDQG�IRU�WKH�
national anthem of the United States of America prompted a 

YDULHW\�RI�UHVSRQVHV��7KHUH�LVQ¶W�PXFK�WR�VD\�
about Lewis Devey. He is a beard wearer and 
a Chef who currently resides in Newcastle 
XSRQ�7\QH��7KLV�LV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�/HZLV�'HYH\�
ZLOO�EH�SHUIRUPLQJ��OLNH��HYHU�DQG�KH¶V�ZRUNHG�
UHDOO\�KDUG�RQ�LW�VR�EH�QLFH��2U�GRQ¶W��,WV�WRWHV�
up to you. 
Lewis Devey is working in collaboration with 
his partner, artist Rosa Postlethwaite.

StenchWench - ‘Ten tips on being feckless and poor 
whilst pretending not to be’

&DWKHULQH�+RႇPDQQ�FUHDWHV�D�PL[WXUH�
of staged pieces and interactive one-
to-one performances across a range of 
contexts. Described as an elemental 
weather system, she attempts to 
address complex issues relating to who 
we are and the constraints in our contemporary lives. She 
explores the intersection between performance art, theatre, 
comedy and music. Absurd humour plays an important role 
in all of her work and singing seems to play a large part, the 
voice creating another layer of resonance. She recently made 
µ)UHH�/XQFK�ZLWK�WKH�6WHQFK:HQFK¶�ZKLFK�LV�WRXULQJ�WKH�8.�
and makes other work for festivals and venues.

7KH�%ODFN�DQG�%OXH�&ROOHFWLYH���7UHFKLNRႇ�µV�:RPHQ

,Q�������-DQH�7KDNRRUGLQ�DQG�5LႇDW�%DVKLU�
established the Black and Blue Collective - a 
collaborative live arts project that works in 
co-production with people with lived 
experience of mental health issues, artists 
and academics to challenge marginalisation 
DQG�³RWKHULQJ´�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�%ODFN�SHRSOH�LQ�
the cultural sector. 
‘We are Black by Identity and Blue by 
experience of the mental health services, and our blue faced  
ladies are here to normally spread kindness, but today they 
DUH�DQJU\««��¶
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Faye Claridge – Moor-ish

)D\H�&ODULGJH¶V�SUDFWLFH�TXHVWLRQV�KRZ�
current English identity is shaped by ideas 
about the past and for Radical Practices 
she presents work in progress on the social, 
personal and political use of blacking-up in 
morris dancing. She is Artist In Residence 
at the University of Birmingham and a 2017 
Syllabus Artist.

Rinkoo Barpaga – Limited Language, Limited World

Rinkoo Barpaga is Deaf, has a variety of 
interests and works as a stand-up comedian 
DQG�EDFNSDFNHU�¿OP�PDNHU��+H�UHFHLYHG�D�
µ'LVDELOLW\�-XVWLFH�$ZDUG¶�IRU�KLV�GRFXPHQWDU\�
µ'RXEOH�'LVFULPLQDWLRQ¶�IRU�EUHDNLQJ�EDUULHUV�
around racism within the Deaf community. 
He started pursuing stand-up comedy in New 
York and is interested in street photography.

Sexcentenary – I Just Said That

We are a collective of women artists who 
self-identify as older who perform feminism, 
ageing and gender. We span disciplines 
DQG�KDYH�GLႇHUHQW�DSSURDFKHV���6RPH�RI�
us are recent graduates; some have limited 
experience in performance; some of us are 
returning to our practice following breaks 
to raise families etc.  We met when we 
were individually invited by the Live Action 
Development Agency to work and perform with Mexican artist 
Rocio Boliver (Between Menopause and Old Age, Alternative 
Beauty, Chelsea Theatre, London, 2015).  Since then we 
have performed at the Whitmore Gallery in Manchester and at 
the HAZARD festival.

Nicholas Tee – This Chink Is Going Gold

Nicholas Tee is a London-based performance 
artist from Singapore. His practice involves the 
creation of auto-biographical work and using 
the body to interrogate power, presence and 
transcendence in performance. Nicholas is 
also the curator and producer of #cam4art – 
an online live-stream performance art event 
(www.cam4art.com). Photo Manuel Vason
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Olivia Sparrow – Your booking Is Cancelled

Olivia Sparrow is a queer, agender, long-term mentally 
ill, working class artist and sex worker from Birmingham, 

England. They make predominantly text 
and video work, usually centred around 
sex, dissociation, loneliness and cities. 
They are also the headmaster of DIY 
education project Queer Day School.

:UDSSLQJ�XS�WKH�GD\�ZLWK

Julie McNamara

Julie McNamara is a Disabled artist and activist working 
on the frontline. Artistic Director of Disability-led theatre 

company Vital Xposure, her work is driven 
E\�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��:LWK�¿IWHHQ�DZNZDUG�SOD\V�
under her belt, she is renowned for unveiling 
unpalatable truths through extraordinary 
stories from voices on the political periphery. 
Julie Mc created the London Disability Film 
Festival with Caglar Kimyoncu seeding a 
plethora of awkward bastards at the Lux and 
the NFT for eight years.  

Priya Mistry – Inviting Discomfort – Broken and Tropical

Priya Mistry (U.K) is Performer 
& Multidisciplinary Artist & 
Project Manager under the guise 
whatsthebigmistry. She has performed 
with New Art Club on Cupid and 
3V\FKH��'XFNLH¶V�%RUGHU�)RUFH��(PPD�
Frankland production of Don Quijote, 
)ORUHQFH�3HDNH¶V�5H�PDNH��%REE\�%DNHU¶V�/DWH�1LJKW�
Spectacular & Roving Diagnostics at Wellcome Collection, 
6RXWKEDQN¶V�&KDQJLQJ�0LQGV�)HVWLYDO�DQG�RI�FRXUVH�WKLV�
ZLQWHU�VKH�ZRUNV�ZLWK�'U�&DUQHVN\¶V�,QFUHGLEOH�%OHHGLQJ�
Woman. When not bleeding Mistry also teamed up with the 
IDEXORXV�%U\RQ\�.LPPLQJV�DQG�3DQLF�/DE¶V�-RVHSK�0HUFLHU�WR�
create her new show The Musical Mental Health Cabaret and 
Shapeshifting workshops on making Depression Visible.

Ben Spatz – Behold how good

Ben Spatz is Senior Lecturer in Drama, 
Theatre and Performance at the 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�+XGGHUV¿HOG�DQG�HGLWRU�
of the Journal of Embodied Research. 
%HQ¶V�FXUUHQW�UHVHDUFK�H[WHQGV�DQ�
interdisciplinary methodology for 
embodied research into postcolonial Jewish studies. This 
project is supported by the AHRC Leadership Fellowship 
DZDUG�µ-XGDLFD��$Q�(PERGLHG�/DERUDWRU\�IRU�6RQJ�$FWLRQ¶�
(2016-2018). urbanresearchtheater.com
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Lois Keidan 

Lois Keidan is the Co-Founder and 
Co-Director of the Live Art Development 
Agency, London. From 1992 to 1997 she was 
Director of Live Arts at the ICA, London.  Prior 
to that she was responsible for Performance 
Art at Arts Council of England, and previously 
worked at the Midland Group, Nottingham 
and Theatre Workshop, Edinburgh. She 
has been awarded Honorary Fellowships by 

Queen Mary, University of London and Dartington College of 
Arts, and received an Honorary Doctorate from the University 
of Gothenburg in 2015. 

6\PSRVLXP�HQGV��EXW�NHHS�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DOLYH�

Thanks to:

All of the mac Birmingham�VWDႇ�ZKR�KDYH�PDGH�WKHVH�WZR�
days possible, particularly Jess Litherland and Josephine 
Reichert

Lois Keidan Director of the Live Art Development Agency

Arts Council England for funding this event

Abid Hussain for his enthusiasm for Awkward Bastards

All the contributing artists and presenters, and to the many 
artists who responded to our open call for proposals for the 
Radical Practices open mic session who we did not have 
room to include. 


